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With the intensification of the uprising the occupation army and
settler forces are escalating their repressive measures: shooting to
kill; using toxic gases; breaking bones; arresting without charge or
trial; mass arrests; a starvation policy of blockading foodstuffs,
fuel, water and electricity; destroying and sealing houses; and a
searched earth policy of uprooting olive trees. All this is being
undertaken while a hand is held up to stop the press from
reporting to the international community.

The Palestinian working class and its trade union movement bears
the brunt of many of these fascist measures, more than 70
workers have been killed and hundreds injured by bullets or
beatings; thousands are being held in detention camps under
arrest or administrative detention. These live under difficult,
inhuman conditions resembling concentration camps.

Eight members of the eleven-member Executive Committee of the
General Federation have been arrested, including the general
secretary, Mahmud Ziadeh. The rest include Khamis Abu Daba’t,
Radwan Ziaden, Ibrahim Khader, Suleiman Rihani, Omar Zidani
and Adnan Kilani, more than 50 other members, including
members of the federation council, secretaries of branch unions,
members of administrative committees and active unionists, have
also been arrested.
Hundreds of Palestinian workers are being dismissed from their
jobs under pretext of their participating in the uprising and going
on strike; these receive no compensation and sometimes not even
the salaries due them. On the job, Palestinian workers face a
harsh form of apartheid, beatings and insults at Israeli work sites.
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Many union centers have been closed for two years by Israeli
military order. These include the following:

Construction Workers Union (Tulkarm)
Public Institution and Municipal Workers Union (Tulkarm)
Public Service Workers Union (Jenin)
Construction Workers Union (Jenin)
Drivers and Maintenance Workers (Jenin)
Iron and Aluminum Workers Union (Jenin)
Public Institution Workers Union (Hebron)
Iron and Maintenance Workers Union (Hebron)
Assistance Engineers Union (Hebron)
Quarry Workers Union (Hebron)
Construction Workers Union (Nablus)
Public Institution and Municipality Workers Union (Nablus)
Food Products Workers Union (Nablus)
Olive Wood and Public Carpentry Workers (Bethlehem)
Construction and Public Institution Workers (Ramallah, Yabaad,
Arabe, Dura, Bani Na’im, Deir Ghasoun, Kabarya)

Union offices in Jerusalem have been frequently raided; union
activists’ homes have been broken into and their family members
arrested.
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THE WILLFUL MURDER OF AHMED MOHAMMED AL-KILANI

Within the framework of the policy of terror and premeditated
murder conducted by the Israeli occupation authorities against our
Palestinian masses in the occupied territories, the occupation
authorities committed a crime on October 8 by willfully murdering
trade union leader Ahmad Mohammad Salim Zeid Al-Kilani,
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executive board member of the Public Institutions Trade Union
Federation in the West Bank and Central Bureau member of the
Workers Unity Bloc in the West Bank, in his hometown of Ya’abad
in the Jenin district.

The General Federation of the Unions (GFTU) in the West Bank
denounces this barbaric crime against one of the Trade Union
movement leaders in the occupied territories. His killing came
within the policy of an escalating and organized terror campaign
conducted by the occupation authorities against our working class,
the trade union movement and a against our people in general. It
came after putting hundreds of trade union movement cadres in
administrative detention, closing down dozens of trade unions
premises, deporting several prominent trade union leaders, and
collectively dismissing thousands of workers from Israeli
enterprises for racist reasons. This is in addition to the racist
attacks on workers which culminated in the burning to death of
three workers in Or Yehuda near Tel-Aviv. After all this the
authorities committed the crime of willfully murdering trade union
leader Ahmed Al-Kilani.

The GFTU in the West Bank, on behalf of hundreds of thousands
of Palestinian workers and their trade union movement, and
according to the ideals that all the workers of the world struggle to
achieve, in fulfillment of the right of every human being to live in
peace and security in his homeland, call upon you to expose and
denounce this shameless crime. We urge you to work to end all
forms of repression and terror conducted against our workers and
their trade union leaders and against our Palestinian masses.

We hope that you continue to be faithful to the defense of the
rights of all the workers of the world and to the right of every
human being to live in peace and security in their homeland.

Executive Committee
General Federation of Trade Unions in the West Bank
October 1988
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